Qatar’s Doha Bank will open its first
branch in Dubai and offer a range
of trade finance and investment
banking services to local customers.
Qatar is expected to spend $180
billion over the next 10 years in

scaling up its oil and gas
infrastructure. /

BUSINESS

BITES

Over half the annual figures
for sales of gold and jewellery in Dubai
is due to tourists, according to a survey
by the Dubai Gold and Jewellery
Group, Dubai Multi Commodities
Centre (DMCC) and the World

Gold Council.

Dubai's population growth

Dubai Municipality’s Statistic Centre has
released its yearly bulletin “Dubai in Figures”,
with figures reaching 1,241,000 on June 30

(| 2006. Other stats showed that of the total
population, 73% (911,000) are male and only
~ 27% (330,000) are female.

Dhs 22.9 billion worth of land deals were
carried out in Dubai during this period while
1128 buildings were completed at a cost of
Dhs 5.579 billion. Also, during the first six months of the year, there
were 116,543 airline trips at Dubai International Airport, which
carried a total of 13.76 million passengers.
www.dm.gov.ae

BE THE FIRST TO GET THE LOW DOWN ON THE DUBAI
BUSINESS, PROPERTY AND SOCIAL EVENTS CALENDARS

Harrods could be the next luxury department store

to head to Dubai. Hot on the heels of Harvey
Nichols, which opened in Dubai's Mall of the
Emirates in May.

Neil Tunbridge, head of retail services at Dubai-
based analysts GRMC, said that the focus may
initially be on high quality convenience food with the
other aspects of the store to be added later. He said:
"The Harrods name is obviously very well known in
the Arab world because of its connections to Harrod's
Egyptian owner Mohamed Al Fayed"

www.harrods.com
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ANSBACHER PROPERTY

The Ansbacher Banking Group announced the
first closing of its International Property Fund, the
Ansbacher Prime 1 Fund. Comprising equity and
supporting debt, the fund has been established by
Ansbacher in conjunction with its parent company
Qatar National Bank (QNB) and Strategic Real
Estate Advisors (StratREAL).

Hugh Titcomb, Group Chief Executive at
Ansbacher said: “The Prime 1 Fund was launched in
response to growing demand from investors in the
Gulf for access to the international property sector. ”
www.ansbacher.com

MOTHER, BABY & CHILD SHOW
14-16 December

Dubai World Trade Centre will be home
to the show created by parents for
parents. It is full of parenting
essentials from feeding to fashion,
holidays to healthcare and much
more. The latest ranges of products
and equipment are available, and
awareness can be raised through
seminars and workshops.

Tel: +971 4 340 5601

Web: www.motherbabyandchild.com
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ARAB HEALTH

29 January-1 February

Arab Health touches all aspects of
the healthcare industry in the Middle
East. Thousands of medical
professionals, wholesalers and
distributors converge on the Dubai
International Exhibition Centre every
year for this 4 day event.

Tel: +971 4 3365161

Web: www.arabhealthonline.com
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MORE MICE
CONFERENCES FOR
DUBAI

The Department of Tourism and
Commerce Marketing is raising
the profile of Dubai’s Meetings,

Ml Incentives, Conferences and
Exhibitions facilities, by hosting
6 new conferences during 2007
and 2008. In each case between
600 and 1500 travel and trade
professionals will attend.
www.dubaitourism.ae

ISTITHMAR'S
INVESTMENT PLANS

Dubai investment company
Istithmar plans to invest over £1
billion to buy companies in the
next 2 years. It will prioritise the
consumer sector - healthcare,
tourism and education, the
industrial sector - manufacturing
and aerospace. Financial
services and real estate
industries will also be targeted.
www.istithmar.ae

WOMEN ONLY
PINK TAXIS

Having been approved by
authorities, the taxis will hit the
roads in January 2007. Ammar
Bin Tamimi, Director of the Dubai
Taxi Department at the Roads
and Transport Authority (RTA)
said: "We have finalised a plan to
introduce 50 pink taxis to ensure
trouble-free travel for female
passengers in the city." The taxis
will have female drivers dressed
in pink and will be found in
female orientated areas.

T Mgy

CMCS URGES UAE TO
PROTECT CAPITAL

Collaboration Management and Control
Solutions (CMCS) has urged organisations
in the Middle East to deploy Earned Value
Management (EVM) applications to safeguard
investments.

According to Bassam Samman, CEO and
Founder of CMCS,“The ability to report and
control reliable progress and performance
metrics across multiple projects is necessary
to protect profits."

WWW.Cmcs.ae

OTHER BUSINESS & TRAVEL EXHIBITIONS

10-12 DECEMBER
Natural and Organic Products
11-13 DECEMBER

Al Fares Equine Trade Fair
Watch and Jewellery

6-8 JANUARY

Intersec Security

13-16 JANUARY
Arabplast Plastic & Rubber
Industry

17-19 DECEMBER
Offshore Arabia
International Autumn Trade Fair Tekno

» ETIHADS EXPANSION PLANS

The Aviation Procurement Expo (APEX) is an important new
initiative to assist the ambitious expansion plans of Etihad Airways,
create a world-class international airport in Abu Dhabi and reinforce
the emirate’s position as a major aircraft maintenance and repair
hub by bringing together aviation industry officials in March.

Etihad, one of the world’s fastest growing airlines with a current
US$8 billion order for 29 new aircraft, has far-reaching plans to
expand its international route network. Passenger levels are
expected to grow by 150% from 1.2million in 2005 to 3 million by the
end of this year, with equally strong cargo growth.
www.etihadairways.com

Travelodge Dubai by-out

17 FEBRUARY

2nd GCC Economic Awards
19-22 FEBRUARY
Elevator and Escalator Show
Gulf Food Hotel & Equipment

Hotel operator Travelodge has
been bought by the Dubai-
based investment company
Dubai International Capital
(DIC) in a £675m deal.
Previous owner, Permira
hired USB investment bank
to analyse future options
for Travelodge.

Grant Hearn CEO of Travelodge said: “This is a great day for
Travelodge, our employees and all hotel customers as DIC’s
investment will allow us to accelerate our low price revolution.”
www.dubaiic.com www.travelodge.co.uk

BUSINESS

BITES

Zabeel Investment’s ambitious
7 tower, 15 storey development on
The Palm, Jumeirah, the Tiara
Residence has sold 65% of its
apartments only 5 months into the
launch, as such marking the
success of the developer
this year.

MARCH

12-14 MARCH
Careers UAE
13-15 MARCH
Hardware and Tools

19-21 MARCH
Motexha
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